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"I'm always chasing rainbows, watching clouds drifting by, my schemes are just like all my
dreams, ending in the sky.”

This melody is based on a piano sonata by Robert Schuman, a tortured soul, a German
musical genius. The 200th anniversary of his birth was celebrated this past May. His Charlie
Brown musical sentiments, embodying the born loser, appeared in the 1940's.

In today's first reading, Moses tells his people that to follow God's commands written in the
Torah, his people should not look to the sky, cloudy or clear, but within their own hearts. .

The kind of things they can do Jesus describes in the story of the Good Samaritan. But as Martin
Luther King said, it is good to help the poor victim of highway robbers, but what must be done
is to transform the Road to Jericho so that it is safe for anybody to travel.

‘We are Good Samaritans by our active involvement in programs of nourishment and medical aid
for the wanting in our neighborhoods. Indirectly our support of "Amnesty International” & other
movements helps.

The vastness of the universe and the measurements of the speed of light and distance have been
made powerfully present to us in our through the photography of the Hubble telescope and
through the research on the history of time itself by Stephen Hawking.. In the second reading,
we have St. Paul's description of Jesus and His place in this almost unimaginably huge universe
we live in. Paul tells us that in Jesus all things hold together.

This means the challenge of accepting and respecting the dignity and worthiness of ALL
creatures in the world we know.

It especially means being pro-life, respecting and protecting human life at every stage and on
every level. Laws on capital punishment, or the declaration of war with its "collateral damage"
must consider the value of every life.

The dignity of those with other life styles, cultures and religions, of immigrants, of seekers of a
better life, have to be honored and held up to the standard set by the good Samaritan.

Few of us have a completely clean apron or vest when it comes to our attitudes and actions
towards others. A model whose life we are beckoned to emulate is that of Mother Teresa.

Mother Teresa carried out the challenges of Jesus in her life's work. The 100th anniversary of
her birth will be celebrated on August 26.

In New York City. the powers that be are paradoxically offering the facilities of a war museum,
the aircraft carrier "Intrepid”, to celebrate the memorial to her life of peacemaking.

How contradictory can we be in evaluating human life? Informed people everywhere have to
know there must be a better way to acknowledge her saintliness.

May we all find the strength to keep on the right side of the road and react like the Good
Samaritan.




