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The first reading details for us what takes place immediately after the devestatingly cruel persecution of Jesus'
followers led by Saul. The scenes remind us of the painful and unrelenting strivings of people in North Africa
and the middle East today to attain a decent level of freedom. Saul would eventually make an about-face, and, as
St. Paul, become a leader of the Church. These early Christian survivors preached Jesus' message of love and
acceptance. They did "not study war no more."

Fr. John Dear is a Jesuit priest, who has been active in peace movements in the US for decades. He urges people
to pray, then read the gospels, also share the Eucharist. From those endeavors comes love of close ones. Then,
in all its directions and intensity, he goes on, love will move out to encompass everyone on the planet. The
follow-up to love is service and seeking the kin-dom of God. "Be the love you wish others would show". As a
result of his efforts to work for peace and the abolition of war, and at the behest of those working at Los Alamos
National Laboratories, he has been transferred from his parish in New Mexico to a position on the east coast. As
in Peter's letter from today, he keeps a clear conscience.

Fr. Roy Bourgeois is a Maryknoll priest, a Vietnam War veteran, an experienced missionary in South America.
I've met him and I have participated in the demonstrations which he has led for 20 years at the formerly named
"School of Americas" at Fort Benning, Georgia. Military units and armies from various South American
countries have been getting training there to use against their own citizens. Most recently he publicly came out
for and preached at the ordination of women priests. His Maryknoll order, at the behest of you know who, have
dropped him from its membership.

The big "0" 's event of this past week does not refer to the Milwaukee Buck's guard of the 1960's. Analyses of
Oprah's influence and philosophy of life end up in basically positive notes. Some question, however, if self-
centered therapy can stand in for a faith and religious experience, i.¢., the "Spirit of Truth" as indicated in today's
gospel reading. The jury will be out on this one.

I often contemplate the death of the most wanted terrorist-leader, and again reflect on the innocent victims of
drone bombings. When I consider the stories of returned military veterans with their PTSD, their brain injuries,
their suicides, it makes me wonder where the message of Jesus' redemptive death as portrayed in Peter's letter for
today comes into play.

On this Memorial Day celebration, I reflect with many mixed feelings on a personal past that was never
connected with military activity. During Judith's and my 40 years of life in Germany, we have lived and worked
with former military and refugee participants, their families and their descendants. They have shared with us

insights and ways of further understanding of why people supported war during those horrendous years of World
War Il

Today, we all can summon our feelings of thanks and comiseration for the losses of life in all wars in history.
For the aching pains caused by losses of persons from families gathered for this Eucharistic celebration we
offer emotional and spiritual support as well as gestures of understanding.

The industrial-military complex does not allow for any reprieve when it comes to the remote possibility of highly
improbable massive acts of terrorism. The last invasion of the US by a foreign power, Great Britain, took pélce in
1812. What modern military force would attempt a contemporary D-Day invasion of the US such as took place
in Europe in 1944?

Again in the reading from Acts, we are given a picture of how loving Christians spread the message of Jesus!

redemptive act. We ask the Holy Spirit to strengthen us in our resolve to do likewise. Amen




