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“Only the dead have seen the end of war.” — Plato

Everybody loves a long weekend, but this year's Memorial Day ought to be a lot more meaningful
to alf of us. We need to see it as a chance to pray for lasting peace and for our leaders, that they
lead our country to a new vision. Otherwise our future will be marked by continuous, open-ended
global warfare, and we will have many more deaths to commemorate each passing year.

Today we should not only remember the dead, but celebrate life. We must think of Memorial Day's
true meaning, what the life of every deceased soldier means to his or her family and to us. These
men and women were people like us. They loved their families and their country. They had hopes,
dreams, ambitions. They lived and were willing to die for a cause in which they believed.

| believe all war is wrong, and most people do. Who isn't for peace? As the saying goes, “All war is
civil war because we're all brothers.” But | know that many who die in wars sacrifice themselves to
save others. Would we have the same courage? Families who have lost their loved ones in combat
should be comforted to know that even though they are no longer with us, their lives can serve a
greater purpose. No person dies in vain. Every death carries a valuable lesson for the living. We
must learn the importance of human life, and everyone’s story has something to teach us.

We need to channel our energies into positive efforts that bring people together. We can become
better role models for each other. To do this we must put aside our own fear, anger and frustration,
and recognize that we rely foo much on our knowledge and skill to solve our conflicts. We have
forgotten God and lost much of our sense of community. In this light, Memorial Day becomes a
time to visit our neighbors, local veterans and the elderly in our midst. Too often we scarcely know
our neighbors, but we all need someone to talk with. By sharing our stories with others, we find we
have much in common.

When the speeches and parades are over, take time to stop by our local cemeteries and stand
alongside those who are still mourning to grieve with them. People are often reluctant to open up to
share their feelings with others; yet, only by allowing others to help them carry their burdens will
they find healing and freedom from their grief. Then that vision of freedom for which so many brave
died will become real. Whenever people find support in community, they begin to find the peace
that heals their spirit. Pray for those who have not yet found that peace.

Alfredo Molano, a Colombian exile living in Spain, wrote: “The true end of war is the rebirth of life —
the end of fear, the right to die peacefully in ones own bed, and the return of laughter.” Some of my
best friends are veterans, and | think of them often in the light of these words. | see the scars they
continue to carry long after the fighting is over, scars that never completely vanish though time and
prayer can help.

Fortunately, many do find healing, some by reconciling with former enemies, others by sharing
their experiences and educating a new generation about the futility and evil of war. The result of
these efforts is a stronger faith and a deeper peace. Through their work, they inspire others and
take part, as Molano says, in the “rebirth of life.” These veterans are the real heroes of today's
Memorial Day celebration, and | am deeply thankful for each of them.




